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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 
Prof Jaco Barkhuizen 

 

Conflicts as property: Criminology in South Africa 
 
For the past few weeks I have been re-reading the great scholar of criminology Nils Christies’ work on 
“Conflicts as property”. Which led me to ponder: “who owns Criminology in South Africa’s ‘conflict’? 
Is it us as criminologists/victimologists or is it other fields of discipline? 
 
If we look at the media in South Africa and all the topical news, we can see our colleagues presenting 
their work. In their appearances we can see the passion of our science, the practical influence our 
science can have and also how our science can come up with solutions to problems affecting our 
society.  
 
However, when we look at the South African society and those who develop policy responses to crime 
and victimisation, can we truly say we are there? I would argue we are not there…yet. The duty we as 
criminologists/victimologist have, is to raise our voices and say:” We are here. We are doing the 
research. We have potential solutions for these problems. We CAN and WANT to HELP!”. We, as 
CRIMSA, can do this by working together, pooling our resources and using our contacts for the 
betterment of our science and the South African society.  

http://www.crimsa.ac.za/


 

 

Let us take control of our ‘property’ and ‘conflict’. 
 
In ending, I would like to extend gratitude to our 2015-2017 President (Prof Christiaan Bezuidenhout) 
for signing and finalising the affiliation with the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences (ACJS) which 
includes the following:   

I. Information exchange between CRIMSA and ACJS on an informal basis, including within the 
newsletters of the respective societies and via websites and social media as appropriate. 

II. Upon request, availability of a one-page advertisement by each party in relevant newsletters 
to advertise respective annual conferences.  

III. Permission for members of each association to attend the other association’s annual 
conference at the member rate.  

 
Let us continue to strive for inclusion and transformation of our science. 
 

FROM THE EDITOR 

 
Dr Mahlogonolo Thobane  

 

Sjooeeeee! Where is 2018 rushing to? With the ending of the first half of the year and the beginning 
of the second half I hope that you have achieved all that you had planned for the first six months of 
2018. If not, do not despair because you still have five months to diligently work at and reach all your 
2018 goals.  
 
As you all know both CRIMSA and ACTA CRIMINOLOGICA are going through a transformation process 
and the development of emerging academics and researchers is one of the goals on the 
transformation programme. I am therefore delighted to announce that we are planning an inaugural 
colloquium on 27 September 2018 focusing on empowering CRIMSA emerging researchers. The 
colloquium will include only 40 emerging researchers who will be required to complete an application 
motivating why they should be selected to take part. But we hope that this event will be a regular item 
so that each of our emerging researchers get a chance to attend. So if you are an emerging researcher 
please be on the lookout for the call which will be disseminated at the beginning of August. Please 
note that only paid-up members of CRIMSA can apply to be part of the colloquium.   
 
This edition brings you exciting CRIMSA news under various sections such as the call for papers for 
the 30th Anniversary Edition(s) of Acta Criminologica; announcement of the new Junior Editorial 
Board (JEB); CRIMSA members’ contributions at various international conferences, graduations of 
post-graduate students, recent publications and many more.  
 
You are reminded to please renew your 2018 membership online at 
http://www.crimsa.ac.za/membership.php. Please remember to email your proof of payment and 
related documents such as proof of registration if you are a student member to the secretary Dr 
Kholofelo Mothibi at kholofelo.mothibi@mvulaunivenac.onmicrosoft.com or 
crimsasouthaftrica@gmail.com. Banking details are attached at the end of this newsletter. Please 
circulate the online form to potential new members and your students.  
 
All correspondence related to the newsletter should be emailed to kwadims@unisa.ac.za. 

http://www.crimsa.ac.za/membership.php
mailto:kholofelo.mothibi@mvulaunivenac.onmicrosoft.com
mailto:crimsasouthaftrica@gmail.com
mailto:kwadims@unisa.ac.za


 

 

 

ACTA CRIMINOLOGICA 

 

CALL FOR PAPERS: 30TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION(S) OF ACTA 
In 2018, we celebrate the 30-year Anniversary of Acta Criminologica! 

 
We invite you to submit papers for two proposed Editions for the 30-year anniversary of Acta 
Criminologica. 
 
Criminology: The Last 30 Years of Criminology in Africa 
This edition will focus on the history of South African Criminology from 1988-2018. We invite the 
submission of papers on the origins, contradictions, contestations and advancements of criminology, 
victimology, and criminal justice over these three decades. We encourage original ‘thought pieces’, 
chronological works, papers on the changes in, and emergence of, specific areas of focus of the 
discipline, marginalised subjects of criminology, and the changing face of criminological scholarship 
and teaching during this period.  
 
Re-envisioning Criminology 
The second edition will focus on the future of criminology in Africa (‘re-envisioning’ the discipline). 
Submissions to the journal can include topics such as the decolonisation/Africanisation of criminology, 
innovative methodologies in criminological research, emerging epistemologies, and contemporary 
subject matters for research and teaching. We strongly encourage the submission of articles from 
emerging and early career scholars, post-graduate students as well as more established scholars. We 
also encourage the process of co-writing of articles between more ‘senior scholars’ and those who are 
‘emerging scholars’, as part of the bigger project of ‘re-imaging’ the future of criminology and 
associated disciplines. 
 
The Editorial Policy 
We would like to remind you that Acta Criminologica is a peer-reviewed academic journal which 
promotes academic and professional discourse and the publishing of research results on the subject 
of crime and victimisation, conflict, deviance, abuse of power and reaction to crime and other crime-
related phenomena in the broad Criminological Sciences and applied criminal justice field. When 
considering your submission, it is also important to remember that Policy and Procedures for 
Measurement of Research Output of Public Higher Education Institutions, research output is defined 
as “textual output where research is understood as original, systematic investigation undertaken in 
order to gain new knowledge and understanding” (Ministry of Education, 2003: 3). Therefore, an 
uncritical synthesis of literature without contributing any new insight to existing knowledge falls 
outside the scope of this definition and “peer evaluation of the research is considered a fundamental 
prerequisite of all recognised output and is the mechanism of ensuring and thus enhancing quality” 
(Ministry of Education, 2003: 3-4). 
 
Submissions are due: 1 September 2018. Please submit your articles to:  
EditorActaCriminologica@gmail.com and kindly copy in Lillian.Artz@uct.ac.za to ensure that all 
articles are received in good order.  

 

mailto:EditorActaCriminologica@gmail.com
mailto:Lillian.Artz@uct.ac.za


 

 

 
INTRODUCING THE JUNIOR EDITORIAL BOARD 

 
Welcome to the new Junior Editorial Board of Acta Criminologica! They are the first group of its kind 
in the 30-year history of the journal.  
 
We have: 
 

Name 

Ms Olinda Chabalala, Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice, University of 
Limpopo 

Dr Dumasani Mabunda, Department of Police Practice, School of Criminal Justice, College 
of Law, University of South Africa 

Ms Lufuno Sadiki, Department of Social Work and Criminology, University of Pretoria 

Dr Lincoln Fitz, Department of Criminology, University of Fort Hare 

Ms Vuyelwa Maweni, Dept of Criminology & Forensic Studies, School of Applied Human 
Sciences, University of Kwa-Zulu Natal 

 

NEWS BRIEFS 

 
PRESISDENT OF THE WORLD SOCIETY OF VICTIMOLOGY  
 
Congratulations to Prof Robert Peacock for being elected as the new President of the World Society 
of Victimology (WSV) with its Special Category consultative status with the Economic and Social 
Council (ECOSOC) of the United Nations and the Council of Europe. 

 
 
CRIMSA VICE-PRESIDENT CONSULTED AS AN EXPERT ON C-I-T ROBBERIES 
 
With the recent spike of C-I-T robberies, Dr Mahlogonolo Thobane has been called on very often to 
offer her expert opinion by the media, the banking and C-I-T industry as well as criminal justice 
departments such as the SAPS and DCS to give my expert opinion based on the Master’s research she 
conducted in 2014 titled “The criminal career of armed robbers with specific reference to Cash-in-
Transit robberies”.  
 

Abstract 
Criminal career research postulates that offending behaviour develops over time during the course of 
one’s life. Thus, delinquency is not an isolated incident which occurs at a certain moment in time. This 
research comprises a mixed-method study of the criminal career of 40 offenders who perpetrated 
robberies against the banking and C-I-T industries. Through this research, an exploration is made for 
possibilities of using criminal career research to develop results which will guide crime prevention 
policies. 
 
The qualitative methodology used for this research included semi-structured interviews in order to 
collect information on motivations of armed robbers and the various mechanics (i.e. planning, 



 

 

recruitment, group dynamics) of the crime of armed robbery. Through the use of structured 
questionnaires, biographical data, information on risk factors and figures on the different aspects of 
a criminal career, such as age of offending onset, offending frequency and seriousness, and career 
length, were all gathered.  
 
The general findings of this research demonstrate that offending onset occurs between the ages of 11 
and 15 with petty crimes, and then escalates to serious crimes. Secondly, witnessed throughout the 
dissertation is the fact that development of delinquent behaviour is not a result of a single risk factor 
but an outcome of multiple risk factors. Subsequently, a suggestion is made for the introduction of 
multifaceted deterrence programmes, which will holistically deal with the various offending risk 
factors (i.e. family, community and the offender’s personal risk factors as well as peer and school 
dynamics). Thirdly, armed robbers are responsible for various other crimes in the process of 
committing the offence of robbery. Accordingly, this study confirms the criminal career notion that a 
small number of chronic offenders are responsible for a large number of offences. That is why it is 
recommended that policy makers pay attention to disrupting the criminal career of this small number 
of high risk offenders. 
 

CONFERENCE CONTRIBUTIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 

 
XXXIV. INTERNATIONAL POST GRADUATE COURSE ON VICTIMOLOGY, VICTIM ASSISTANCE AND 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE, 7-19 MAY, INTER-UNIVERSITY CENTER DUBROVNIK, DUBROVNIK, CROATIA  
 
Dr Mahlogonolo Thobane (UNISA) gave a lecture titled The phenomenon of associated robbery from a 
victim’s perspective. The lecture was based on her DLitt et Phil (Criminology) study titled ‘A 
criminological exploration of associated robberies in Gauteng, South Africa.’   

 
 
8TH BIENNIAL CONFERENCE OF THE SURVEILLANCE STUDIES NETWORK, 7-9 JUNE, AARHUS, 
DENMARK 

 
At the beginning of June Prof Anthony Minnaar (UNISA) attended and presented a paper at the 8th 
Biennial Conference of the Surveillance Studies Network and presented a paper titled The utilisation 
of drones in security and safety surveillance: Issues of regulation and privacy, in one of the sessions 
(drones) in the technologies stream. 
 
Abstract 
The use of drones (also technically designated as Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems (RPAS), Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) or Small Unmanned Aircraft Systems (SUAS)) has, over the last five years, 
exponentially burgeoned worldwide. As drone technology has improved and the development of ever 
more powerful and bigger drones occurred their utility in many spheres has become well established 
and accepted by many service organisations. Their usage is as widespread as it is diverse ranging from 
emergency/disaster surveillance, searching for lost hikers, traffic control surveillance, carrying of 
payloads for commercial purposes to dropping relief supplies in remote areas, as well as by 
hobby/sport enthusiasts. But there are also other uses particularly by the military, law 
enforcement/policing agencies and even private security companies for crime combatting and 
security surveillance purposes (as a new form of ‘eye-in-the sky’ and as a cheaper alternative to 



 

 

helicopters fitted with cameras). However, other than regulating the flying of drones in close proximity 
to airports most governments have been slow to regulate not only private usage but also in the realms 
of law enforcement and private security. Issues of airspace privacy (above private residences) or in 
pursuit of criminals over private and public spaces, let alone the use of surveillance video footage 
taken by overflying drones has largely not been openly discussed in most countries, particularly less 
developed states, nor been addressed in any meaningful way by means of legislation or published 
regulations. This paper examines some of these surveillance issues in the law enforcement, crime 
combatting and private security domains. 
 
The SSN conferences were initiated in the late 1990s by the ‘gurus’ of surveillance studies, David Lyon 
(director of Queens University’s Surveillance Studies Centre), Clive Norris (director of Sheffield 
University’s Centre for Criminological Research) and David Murakami-Wood (Queens University, 
Canada) and have grown over the years into a recognised and growing study discipline in the social 
sciences. The theme of this conference was ‘Surveillance Beyond Borders and Boundaries’, which was 
deliberately broad in the sense that the understanding of borders and boundaries as both literal and 
metaphoric. The chosen theme was meant to capture how surveillance – in its many forms – operates 
on and beyond territorial borders as well as the many ways that data flows today challenge boundaries 
between institutions and disciplines. The 8th version of this conference included 136 paper 
presentations, 11 panels and one keynote address from 211 authors from 26 countries. More than 
150 delegates attended.  

 
The conference itself was divided into six broad streams, namely: Organisations & Institutions; 
Technologies; Theory & Politics; Arts & Culture; Law & Justice and People & Bodies, which were broad 
enough to accommodate presentations from multiple disciplines that examine surveillance from many 
different angles and theoretical frameworks. In addition, there were 11 different panels covering a 
variety of aspects of surveillance studies ranging from: surveillance culture; participatory surveillance 
in data-driven societies; the intersections of privacy and equality in networked lives of young people; 
policing by data; surveillance and religion: examining inter-relationships; digital vigilantism as user-led 
surveillance and moralising. 

 
 
THE 16TH INTERNATIONAL WORLD SOCIETY OF VICTIMOLOGY, 10-14 JUNE 2018, HONG KONG, 
CHINA 

 
Prof Robert Peacock (UFS) chaired a round table discussion on the topic: A restorative appraisal of 
heteronormativity in the ‘normalisation’ of the victimisation of the LGBTI+ community, at the 16th 
International Symposium of the World Society of Victimology. Discussants included Júlio Paschoal 
(Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil) and Fernanda Fonseca Rosenblatt 
(Universidade Católica de Pernambuco, Recife, Brazil | International Institute for Restorative Practice, 
USA).  

 
 
Dr Andrew Mutsiwa (UFS) presented a paper Traditional Knowledge Misappropriation and Cultural 
Victimisation of Indigenous Communities: An African Case Study at the 16th International Symposium 
of the World Society of Victimology: Hong Kong, China. 10-14 June 2018 

 



 

 

 
 
Prof Anni Hesselik (UNISA) and Prof Jaco Barkhuizen (UL) presented a paper titled: Offenders as 
victims: A case study analysis of systems failures in a women’s correctional facility in Pretoria, South 
Africa.  

 
 
Dr Jackie De Wet (Leeds Beckett University) and Prof Jaco Barkhuizen presented a paper titled: The 
role of forensic victimology in contemporary profiling.  

 
 
Dr Umi Rozah Aditya (Universitas Diponegoro, Indonesia) and Prof Jaco Barkhuizen presented a paper 
titled: Mewari institutional Adat Sanction of the Lampung tribes of Indonesia: Replacing victim’s roles 
in the family. A restorative justice analysis’.  

 
 
Mr Christopher Gumbi (UL) and Prof Jaco Barkhuizen presented a paper titled: A comparison of 
xenophobic attacks in selected developed European countries and selected developing African 
countries.  
 

FORTHCOMING WORKSHOPS/CONFERENCES 

 
ONE DAY SEMINAR ON HUMAN TRAFFICKING, 21 AUGUST 2018, UNISA MUCKLENEUK CAMPUS, 
PRETORIA, SOUTH AFRICA  
 
Theme: (De)sensationalising the scope, nature and extent of human trafficking and modern slavery in 
South Africa  
 
This one-day seminar is a collaboration between the UNISA College of Law and Media Monitoring 
Africa (MMA) and is primarily targeted at journalists and stakeholders working in the field of human 
trafficking. The event will be video conferenced live to more than 30 UNISA venues across the country. 
Speakers will be presenting on the work done over the past 16 years where human trafficking is 
concerned.  
 
For more information contact Mr Marcel van der Watt at email: vdwatm1@unisa.ac.za.  

 
 
THE 18th ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE EUROPEAN SOCIETY OF CRIMINOLOGY. SARAJEVO, BOSNIA 
& HERZEGOVINA, 29 AUGUST - 1 SEPTEMBER 2018 
Theme: Crimes against humans and crimes against humanity: Implications for modern 
criminology 
 
For more information visit the conference website: https://www.eurocrim2018.com/ 

 
 
 

mailto:vdwatm1@unisa.ac.za
https://www.eurocrim2018.com/


 

 

UJ LGBTQI+ SUMMIT 2018, 3 SEPTEMBER 2008, COUNCIL OF CHAMBERS, UNIVERSITY OF 
JOHANNESBURG, AUCKLAND PARK KINGSWAY CAMPUS, JOHANNESBURG  
Theme: Collectively advancing health, safety, fairness and inclusion: The future reimagined 
 
This one-day seminar facilitated by the UJ Transformation Unit, Faculties of Humanities and Law, and 
the UNISA Department of Corrections Management. An expansive scope of contentious issues is 
currently arched under the umbrella of diversity management.   
 
Themes 
1. The challenges facing minority groups in South Africa, including, among other, topics such as 

cultural, sexual, religious, linguistic, and legal disparities.  

2. Accommodating the needs of sentenced offenders and remand detainees from the LGBTQI+ 

community in Correctional Centres in South Africa.  

3. Strategising social transformation through stakeholder cultivation, engagement and activation in 

South Africa.  

These themes also correspond with the omniscient themes of global sustainability, corporate social 
responsiveness and design thinking. Against this background, the series of presentations in this 
seminar aims to address issues from a multidisciplinary perspective that encompasses the following 
topics under the three main themes: 

 Gender-based violence, including male rape, stigmatisation, corrective rape, and other forms 

of gender discrimination 

 The language of minority groups and basic human rights  

 The mediated construction and re-construction of gender  

Scholars are invited to submit abstracts of 500-700 words addressing on the three themes to 
adavis@uj.ac.za.  
 
Abstract submission deadline: 15 August 2018 
Conference fee: R695 per person including refreshments 

 
 
THE 6TH ANNUAL SPRING LAW CONFERENCE, 25-27 SEPTEMBER 2018, UNISA MUCKLENEUK 
CAMPUS, PRETORIA, SOUTH AFRICA 
 
Theme: Not yet Uhuru, not yet Azania: Reflection on South Africa’s rainbow myth through the lens of 
Pan Africanism and Black Consciousness  
 
The organising committee of the conference invites scholars and academics from various disciplines, 
thought leaders, lawyers, researchers, social scientists, politicians, political scientists and analysts, 
economists, sociologists, public servants, government departments, student leaders and trade 
unionists, specialists in various areas of law, criminal justice and other professionals to submit 
abstracts/papers to be considered for presentation at the conference.  
 
The following are possible sub-themes (though papers are not restricted hereto):  

mailto:adavis@uj.ac.za


 

 

1.  Constitutional development and transformational constitutionalism  

2. History, liberation history, Black theology, CODESA, TRC and the emergence of the “rainbow 
nation”  

3. Pan Africanism, Black consciousness and the law  

4. The land question: land dispossession, land repossession, land expropriation, land reform, 
dignity, identity, being, environment, agrarian research, African spirituality and leadership 

5. Law, education, culture, language, religion and research (including curriculum transformation)  
6.  The judiciary, traditional/African courts, good governance, state capture  

7.  Racism, Economic transformation and affirmative action Black Economic Empowerment, redress 
and reparation/s  

8.  Labour relations, Labour Law, trade unionism, social security  

9.  Sex, race, gender and patriarchy  

10.  The mass media, social media, electronic media, art and sport  

11.  Africanisation: Decolonization, African Law, IKS, Environmental Law  

12.  Legal education/studies, Legal history, jurisprudence and legal research  

13.  General panel/contributions on any other topic (e.g. legal education, legal research, Family Law, 
Mercantile Law, Criminal Justice, Development)  

 
The following aspects should be considered in respect of the abstracts:  

 maximum 350 words, Arial, point 11 font size  

 Also include five keywords  

 Abstract submission deadline: 20 August 2018  

 Abstracts should be sent to: springlaw@unisa.ac.za and mkhomme1@unisa.ac.za  

 Registration deadline: 7 September 2018  

 Registration fee: R1 500; Students: R500; Late registration: R2 000 
 
For more information contact Ms Jane Mathebe Email: Mathej1@unisa.ac.za Tel: +27 (0)12 429 8444, 
Enquiries can also be sent directly to the conference email address: springlaw@unisa.ac.za  

 
 
THE 12TH ANNUAL AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND SOCIETY OF CRIMINOLOGY (ANZSOC) 
POSTGRADUATE AND EARLY CAREER RESEARCHER CONFERENCE (PECRC), 4 DECEMBER 2018, 
UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA  
 
Abstract submission deadline: 24 August 2018 
 
For more information visit the conference website at: http://anzsoc2018.com/pecrc 

 
 
THE 4TH ANNUAL AFRICAN CYBER CRIME CONFERENCE, 12-13 SEPTEBMER, 2018, GABORONE, 
BOTSWANA  
 
Poor cyber security is increasingly affecting society today. Its impact is visible on a national, local, and 
personal level. With a few strokes of a keyboard, nation states, terrorist groups, stateless 

mailto:springlaw@unisa.ac.za
http://anzsoc2018.com/pecrc


 

 

organizations, and rogue individuals can launch a cyber-attack from anywhere, at any time, disrupting 
and damaging Africa’s democracy and way of life. 
 
For more information visit the conference website at: https://africancyber.com/conference2018.html  

 
 
THE 31ST ANNUAL AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND SOCIETY OF CRIMINOLOGY (ANZSOC), 4-7 
DECEMBER 2018, UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA  
Theme: Encountering crime: Doing justice  
 
This year’s theme speaks to the many ways as researchers and practitioners encounter crime and find 
ways of doing justice – across time, place and scale – from the everyday to the extraordinary, the 
interpersonal to the international. 
 
Early bird registration deadline: 4 October 2018 
For more information visit the conference website at: http://anzsoc2018.com/ 

 
 
THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON LAW, GOVERNANCE AND SOCIAL JUSTICE (ICOL GAS), 
25-26 SEPTEMBER 2018, FACULTY OF LAW UNIVERSITAS JENDERAL PURWOKERTO, CENTRAL FAVA, 
INDONESIA  
 
This event aims to: 

 Increase the understanding and knowledge about law, governance, social justice and their 

development in the international world. 

 As an academic gathering of educators, reviewers, researchers and practitioners of law, 

government and social justice. 

 Gain understanding and information from jurists and governance experts based on their 

knowledge and experience in the context of law, government and social justice development; 

 Enrich ideas related to the existence of law, governance and social justice in ideas exchange 

forums among the stakeholders; and  

 The result of this conference is expected to be an input for the stakeholders in taking 

appropriate policies and actions in law, governance and social justice. 

For more information visit: www.conference.fh.unsoed.ac.id 

 
 
56TH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ACADEMY OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE SCIENCES (ACJS), 26-30 MARCH 
2019, BALTIMORE MARRIOTT WATERFRONT HOTET, BALTIMORE, MD  
Theme: Justice, human rights and activism  
 
For more information the annual meeting section on the ACJS website at www.acjs.org. 

 

http://anzsoc2018.com/
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POSTGRADUATE STUDENTS 

 
DEPARTMENT OF CRIMINOLOGY & SECURITY SCIENCE, UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH AFRICA  
 
Marete, J.G. A co-operative approach to crime prevention: The private security industry and police in 
Meru County, Kenya. (MTech Security Management, UNISA). (Supervisor: Prof A Minnaar).  
 
Abstract  
This research was carried out in Meru County, which is one of the 47 Counties in Kenya, with the 
researcher administering structured questionnaires to 50 private security officers and 50 police 
officers. The researcher also interviewed 30 experts drawn from both security sectors. The 
researcher’s goal was to understand how and where the private security sector and the police co-
operate, with the co-operation aimed at complementing/playing a part in the crime prevention 
strategies in Meru County. An aspect that received much support from the police respondents was to: 
‘improve the standards of training for the private security sector’. Such improvement would greatly 
ease the co-ordination of the two sectors while performing their duties collaboratively. The majority 
of participants agreed that private security companies needed to make more investments in their 
officers by offering quality training to ensure that the officers were fully prepared to provide security 
for their clients. Furthermore, the security industry involves risks and a poorly trained officer is not 
only a risk to him/herself but also his/her clients and colleagues. A further conclusion derived from 
the research findings being that there was a need for: establishing a structured way of interaction; 
establishment of a liaison between the two security sectors; and improving the understanding of each 



 

 

other, which would all significantly improve co-operation between the two security sectors. A final 
conclusion being that there was no doubt in the minds of the respondents from both sectors that, in 
order to secure Meru County, a co-ordinated community-based approach to crime prevention is 
required. Furthermore, that for a public-private community policing partnership to be successful the 
major ingredients should be: complementary powers; mutual respect; information sharing; shared 
goals; confidentiality; and mutual benefits (emanating from joint co-operative/collaborative 
operations). 

 
 
Mahambane, M.A. Safety and security of consumers at retail stores in the Gauteng Province: An 
assessment of security measures. (MTech Security Management, UNISA). (Supervisor: Prof D 
Govender).  

 
Abstract 
Retail stores rely on consumers to maintain their businesses and growth. Much of their success 
depends on the safety and security of consumers. The more people come and buy the products, the 
more profitable the stores become. If the safety and security of consumers (or their perceptions 
thereof) at a shopping centre where a retail store is sited is in question, consumers may well stop 
frequenting such centres and do their shopping at other retail centres at which they perceive to be 
more safe and secure to do their shopping. Consumers’ ‘peace-of-mind’ plays a vital role in their 
selection of which retail store(s) to frequent and will often determine whether a repeat visit will occur. 
The extent of incidents of crime of whatever nature at a particular shopping centre will also impact 
negatively on shoppers’ perceptions of ‘how safe it is to shop’ at particular centres.  
 
Security measures differ from one retail store to another and also between the size and layout, as well 
as the location of the retail store. The rate at which criminal offences take place at retail stores is 
currently vague or unknown. Therefore, it is vital that specific risks confronting these retail stores 
should be identified and analysed with the intention of recommending specific security measures.  
Business crime and violence present significant threats to consumers’ safety and security in South 
Africa. High levels of business associated crimes have compelled communities and business bodies 
such as retail stores to provide their own security for the protection of their assets, as well as 
consumers. Effective security measures are a prerequisite at retail stores to ensure the safety and 
security of consumers whilst visiting retail stores. Precaution ought to be taken when dealing with any 
crime problem that affects consumers at any business environment, in this study more precisely: retail 
stores. The study explored the existing security measures at retail stores for the protection of 
consumers. The researcher employed qualitative methods: one-on-one interviews with participants 
and site observations at selected retail stores. There were 30 participants (20 consumers and 10 
security officers).  
 
The following findings emanated from this research:  

 Retail stores were exposed to security risks such as theft; shoplifting; common robbery; armed 
robbery; fraud; arson and assaults (grievous bodily harm) and burglary.  

 The security measures that are currently in place are not adequate to protect retail stores. 
These security measures differ from one retail store to the next.  

 In order to improve safety and security at retail stores there should be a security standard 
that is applicable to the retail stores.  



 

 

 Based on the findings, some of the recommendations were as follows:  

 Retail stores should be protected in line with the level of risk of the area where the retail store 
is situated: low risk; medium risk; and high risk.  

 Security managers should conduct security awareness regularly.  

 Threat assessments should be conducted regularly as well.  

 Consumers are encouraged to report to the Security manager at the retail store any suspicious 
actions; persons; objects; and vehicles.  

 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 

 
All CRIMSA members are encouraged to send their most recent and substantive publications to be 
published in the newsletter.  
 
JOURNAL ARTICLES 
 
Amali, S.E., Moshood, I. & Iliyasu, B. 2017. Impact and implications of youth involvement in urban 
gangs: A case study from Nasarawa, Kano State, Nigeria. Acta Criminologica: Southern African Journal 
of Criminology, 30(5): 150-169. 
 
Buthelezi, M.W. 2017. Crime prevention at municipal level in South Africa: A solution to crime 
prevention or a crime prevention leadership crisis. Acta Criminologica: Southern African Journal of 
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CALL FOR PAPERS 

 

SOUTH AFRICAN CRIME QUARTERLY: SPECIAL EDITION (DECEMBER 2018)  

Theme: Decolonising prison 

 

This special edition of SACQ seeks to explore how neoliberal globalization retards social justice 
advancement towards real prison reform. Emerging societies and vulnerable communities in the 
developed world continue to bear the brunt of incarceration, violent policing and other forms of 
institutionalisation. Globalization of incarceration and penitentiary systems in both the developing 
and the developed world do nothing to challenge criminalization of poverty. Instead, progress is 
marked by advances in incarceration technologies. In thinking of prison along decolonization terms, 
the special edition is interested in questions of how penitentiary systems endure; how they live past 
colonial independence, survive transitional justice mechanisms. Why is decarceration not part of the 
decolonization project? Why are societies open to “improving” or technologizing incarceration and 
not rethinking crime and punishment? So, how do improved technologies of incarceration and 
neoliberal policies build on the entrenched ideas about crime and society? 
 
This special edition invites papers that analyse the social aspects of prisons from diverse perspectives; 
particularly class, gender, race and location. We are interested in various aspects of incarceration, 
colonialism, globalism and penitentiary systems; and examinations of prison and/in popular culture, 
sexualities/masculinities, criminalization and incarceration, poverty and colonial penitentiary systems 
and their effects on post-colonial societies. We particularly seek papers authored by practitioners that 
address prison conditions in South Africa, awaiting trial prisoners, criminalization of poor 
communities, ex-offender experiences and access to legal representation. 
 



 

 

South African Crime Quarterly is an inter-disciplinary peer-reviewed journal that promotes professional 
discourse and the publication of research on the subjects of crime, criminal justice, crime prevention, 
and related matters including state and non-state responses to crime and violence. South Africa is the 
primary focus for the journal but articles that reflect research and analysis from other African countries 
are considered for publication, if they are of relevance to South Africa (authors should make such 
relevance clear). 
 
Expressions of interest: Please submit an abstract of one page or less, in which you set out the themes 
to be explored in your proposed article. Abstracts should be submitted to the guest editor Nontsasa 
Nako at nnako@uj.ac.za. 
 
Authors of accepted abstracts will be invited to submit completed papers for double-blind peer 
review. Full papers should be between 3000 and 6000 words (including end notes) and should follow 
the SACQ editorial guidelines, which are available at: 

https://journals.assaf.org.za/sacq/about/submissions). 

 

Deadline for submitting abstracts: 25 July 2018 

Deadline for submitting papers:  15 September 2018 

 

CRIMSA MEMBERSHIP (NEW/RENEWAL) AND MEMBERSHIP FEES: 2018 

 
Membership of the Society (renewable annually) includes receipt of all annual editions and special 
editions (hard copy/e-journal) of the Society’s Journal, Acta Criminologica: Journal for Southern 
African Criminology; CRIMSA News newsletter and other Society information. Members can also avail 
themselves of the discounted registration fee for the Society’s biennial conference. The Society also 
provides support funding for regional colloquiums.  
 
An online membership form is available at http://www.crimsa.ac.za/membership.php.  
 
STUDENT MEMBERS 
 
Undergraduate and postgraduate students:   
 

 Electronic journal (only) @ R100.00 (US$15.00) for the financial year.  

 Hard copy of journal (incl. e-journal) @ R200.00 (US$20.00) inclusive of postage and handling for 
the financial year (this subscription includes receipt of the e-journal).  

 
NB: Proof of current student registration should be attached to the proof of payment.  
 
Active individual members: 
 
Active members are individuals with a four-year bachelor degree or a post-graduate qualification (who 
are not currently registered as fulltime students). 
 

 Electronic journal (only) @ R250.00 (US$25.00) for the financial year  
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http://www.crimsa.ac.za/membership.php


 

 

 Hard copy of journal (incl. e-journal) @ R450.00 (US$60.00)* inclusive of postage and handling for 
the financial year (this subscription includes receipt of the e-journal) 
 

*  All international members will pay the same membership fees as the other members in the 
respective categories for which they qualify provided that they choose to receive the e-journal and 
newsletters electronically.  
 
However, should hard copies (conventional format) of journal be required, a fee of US$60.00 
inclusive of postage and handling will be charged for international members and US$100.00 for 
institutional (international) membership for the hardcopy journal option.  
 

Institutional membership:  
 

 Only Hard copy of journal @ R800.00 (US$100.00)* inclusive of postage and handling.  
 
This membership is not meant for individuals (but university departments/libraries). Only one 
hardcopy of the journal will be sent to the contact postal address provided. 
 
You are encouraged to recommend that your university library annually subscribes to the SAePub 
services of SABINET (the organisation hosting and archiving our journal’s articles). This subscription 
service provides electronic access to full-text journal articles via a university’s library to the university’s 
staff and students. 
 
NB: Please provide a contact address/email of designated contact institutional staff member for 
receipt of CRIMSA news, society information and the journal. 
 
University & institutional subscriptions to SABINET article archive:  
 
Online access for university & institutional libraries and other organisations to the archived and e-
article versions of the journal (from 2000 – current) are available via annual subscription. Details of 
annual subscription amount and registration are available at www.sabinet.co.za (SA e-
publications/African online journals services).  
 
Tables of Contents for all published journals 1988 – to present) can be viewed at www.crimsa.ac.za 
(Acta Criminologica) 
 
Free Open access to Acta Criminologica articles for the years 1988-1999, is available on either the 
SABINET website (www.sabinet.co.za) or the CRIMSA website at www.crimsa.ac.za (African Journal 
Archives).    
 
NB: Please note that the above membership fees are inclusive of all taxes. 
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BANKING DETAILS 

 

Swift code (International transactions): ABSAZAJJCPT 

Name of bank: ABSA Bank 

Branch address: 1102 Burnett Street, Hatfield, Pretoria. PO Box 7263, 
Pretoria, 0001, SOUTH AFRICA 

Account holder name: KRIMSA  

Branch code: 335-545 

Account number: 010471656 (Current account) 

Reference to be inserted: Individual and student members: 
Surname & initials  
Institutional members:  
Name of Institution 

 

 PLEASE NOTE THE ACCOUNT NAME AS KRIMSA (AND NOT WITH A ‘C’ – THE BANK HAS INDICATED 

THAT ANOTHER ORGANISATION HAS A REGISTERED ACCOUNT WITH A ‘C’) 

 
 
 


